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till the middle of July the prospect was favourable. Then the
rain were suspended for a while during a critical part of the
season throughout western India, and fears were renewed. These
apprehensions grew fast into alarm, when news came daily that
the rains had ceased in southern India, that the danger in the
Madras Presidency had become aggravated, that drought had
spread throughout the North-western Provinces the Panjab,
and most of the larger Native States, that, in short, the whole
empire was threatened, with the exception of Bengal, Behar,
Orissa and British Burma. For several weeks the prospect
continued gloomy, and there was more real apprehension of
national disaster from famine than at any time within the last
two or three generations. Previously when famine had visited
some parts of the empire, there had been abundance in
others, no fear had been felt for the total supply of food
within the country, and no thought entertained of im-
porting grain from foreign countries. But now, with the
contingency of general failure, men began to enquire anxiously
whether sufficient quantities of food could ever be imported
from abroad for the teeming millions of India. The possibility
of any such importation, too, was diminished by the grave fact
that there was then a severe famine in the northern half of
China. Meanwhile the grain trade was more active than ever,
the railways were overworked with the transport of food
supplies to southern India, and for a time the general traffic,
that is, the transport of all articles save food grains, had to be
suspended, in order that the entire resources of the lines might
be devoted to the relief of famine, whereby inevitable sacrifices
were imposed on the merchants. The servants of the Great
Indian Peninsula Eailway Company fulfilled all the behests of
Government with the most commendable zeal. We seized the
opportunity of constructing a chord line of railway by Ahmed-
nagar in the Deccan, in order to relieve the overburdened
railways.

It was at this time that the Governor-General, Lord Lytton,
left his summer residence at Simla and journeyed to southern
India, in order to personally examine the relief operations, and